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(57) Abstract: A coating layer (21) made of a first transparent resin is formed on the outer surface of respective bulbs (25) of a 
£j plurality of fluorescent lamps (20) of a backlight (10) for liquid crystal displays. The fluorescent lamps (20) are arranged in parallel 

and embedded in a holding member (22) which is made of a second transparent resin. The first transparent resin (21) is composed of 
OQ a material having a lower hardness than the second transparent resin, and absorbs the stress placed on the fluorescent lamps (20). The 
© first transparent resin is also composed of a material having a higher heat resistance than the second transparent resin for suppressing 

deterioration, such as yellowing, of the resin caused by heat from the fluorescent lamps. 
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